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from mouth to mouth. . . .The idea here is of my telling my
neighbour what 1 have authentically heard. This no Govern-
ment can overtake, or suppress. It is the cheapest newspaper yet
devised, and it defies the wit of the Government,, however clever
it may be. Let these walking newspapers be sure of the news
they give."*5

On the whole, the strength of the satyagrahi propaganda
lies in the universal appeal of ils high moral objective and its
downright adherence to truth. This propaganda is primarily
conducted through service and suffering,, and ils efficiency is
also due to the fact that the usual means of propaganda, i.e.,
speeches, writings, etc., cannot move us as the sight of persons
living up to an ideal and suffering for it does. The suffering
satyagrahi moves our entire being, makes the ideal vivid, con-
crete and living and induces in us an enduring heart-felt belief
which affects our conduct much more than a mere intellectual
conviction. Apart from the question of efficiency, the usual
means of propaganda are in the hands of the capitalist and the
exploiter and cannot be fully utilized by those seeking to
revolutionize the existing social, political and economic systems.
On the other hand service and sacrifice are open to all.

By far the best propaganda for satyagraha is the construc-
tive programme. Truth and love are life-giving and even the
apparently destructive, but really cleansing, form of satyagraha,
i.e., non-violent direct action, is undertaken with a view to
remove obstruction in the pathway of reconstruction. Cleansing
is the means, construction the end. Constructive satyagraha is
nothing but "internal growth". It is the concrete expression of
truth and non-violence.

It was to facilitate non-violent reconstruction in India that
Gandhiji worked to destroy the existing political system by
means of non-violent direct action. But the work of construction
was not to wait till the State machinery was captured by non-
violence. Gandhiji was a philosophical anarchist. He aimed at
reducing State action to the minimum and believed in reform
from within through private, i.e., non-governmental activities.
That is why constructive work was to precede direct action,
accompany it and follow it. According to him, the satyagrahi
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